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pilgrim visited  the district he found topes and temples
numerous but there were no monks or nuns.

We  have next  an  account of the sovereign ruling at
Kanauj and his origin.

This sovereign was of the Vaisya caste, his personal name was
Harshavardhana, and he was the younger son of the great king
whose name was Prabhakaravardhana. "When the latter died he
was succeeded on the throne by his elder son named Kaja-
for Pcajya) vardhana. The latter soon after his accession was
treacherously murdered by Sasafigka, the wicked king of Karna-
suvarna in East India, a persecutor of Buddhism Hereupon the
statesmen of Kanauj, on the advice of their leading man Bani
(or Yam), invited Harshavardhana, the younger brother of the
murdered king, to become their sovereign. The prince modestly
made excuses, and seemed unwilling to comply with their request.

"When the ministers of state pressed Harshavardhana to succeed
his brother and avenge his murder, the narrative goes on to
relate, the prince determined to take the advice of the Bodhi-
sattva Avalokitesvara (whose name is here given correctly in
translation Kuan-tzu-tsai, the "Beholding Lord7'). An image of
this Bodhisattva, which had made many spiritual manifestations,
stood in a grove of this district near the Ganges. To this he
repaired; and after due fasting and prayer, he stated his case to
the Bodhisattva. An answer was graciously given which told
the prince that it was his good karma to become king, and that
he should, accordingly, accept the offered sovereignty and then
raise Buddhism from the ruin into which it had been brought
by the king of ELarnasuvarna, and afterwards make himself a
great kingdom. The Bodhisattva promised him secret help, but
warned him not to occupy the actual throne, and not to use the
title Maharaja. Thereupon Harshavardhana became king of
Kanauj with the title Rajaputra and the style Siladitya.

Continuing his narrative the pilgrim goes on to state that as
soon as Siladitya became ruler he got together a great army,
and set out to avenge his brother's murder and to reduce the
neighbouring countries to subjection. Proceeding eastwards he
invaded the states which had refused allegiance, and waged in-
cessant warfare until in six years he had fought the Five Indias
(reading cliu Jg. According to the other reading ch'en |5,
had brought the Five Indias under allegiance). Then having en-
larged his territory he increased his army, bringing the elephant
corps up to 60,000 and the cavalry to 100,000, and reigned in
peace for thirty years without raising a weapon. He was just
in his administration, and punctilious in the discharge of his